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THE PARABLE OF THE TWO SONS 
   
__________________________________________________________
1 One day, Jesus was teaching and a number of tax collectors and bad characters came to listen to him. Most people did not like tax collectors because they worked for the Romans who had conquered the country. Many tax collectors were dishonest. They asked people to pay more money than necessary and kept the extra for themselves. 
Now the Pharisees were angry that Jesus should talk to bad people. They thought that God did not love people who did wrong.  Jesus wanted to show that God did care for them. He told three parables: the Parable of the lost sheep, the parable of the lost coin and the parable of the lost son (the prodigal son)
 
2 The Parable of the Prodigal Son
There was once a man who had two sons. One day the younger son said,"Father, give me the share of the property which will be mine when you die." The father agreed. He divided his property between his two sons


3 A few days later, the younger son packed up his belongings and went to a country which was a long way away.


4 He had plenty of money to spend and he made plenty of new "friends."  They were not really his friends but they pretended to be because he spent some of his money on them.

5 He wasted his money on selfish living



6 and on having  wild parties.


7 In time he found that he had no money left.  But there was worse to come. There was a famine and he could not get any food. He began to starve. 

8 Those who pretended to be his friends would do nothing to help him. he realised that they had never really been his friends at all.

9 He managed to get a job with a farmer in that country. The farmer sent him out to feed the pigs. He watched the pigs eating the bean pods and he felt so hungry that he even thought about eating some of the bean pods himself.

10 He began to think about home. He knew that his father's hired workers had plenty to eat and food to spare.   He thought he would die of hunger.
11 He decided to go home and say, "Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you and I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Please make me one of your hired workers."
12 He returned home but while he was still a long way off his father saw him coming. He felt very sorry for his son whom he loved very much. He ran to him, threw his arms around him and kissed him.
13. His son said, "I have sinned aganst heaven and against you and I am no longer worthy to be called your son."

14But the father said to his servants, "Hurry. Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his fingers and shoes on his feet.  Kill the calf we have fattened up. We will have a feast. It felt as if my son was dead and that I had lost him, but he is alive and he has come back.
15 The elder son was in the fields working. When he returned he heard the noise of music and dancing in the house. he asked one of the servants what had happened. The man replied, "Your brother has come home.  Your father has killed the prize calf and we are having a feast to celbrate."
The elder brother was very angry and would not go into the house
16 His father begged him to come and join the celebrations but he said, "All these years I have slaved for you. I have never once disobeyed your orders ....
17 ...and you have not even given me a young goat so that I could have a party with my friends. But when this son of yours comes back, after wasting all your money, you kill the prize calf."
18 His father said, "You have allways stayed with me and everything I have is yours but it is right that we should celebrate for it was as if your brother was dead and come back to life. He was lost to us but now he is found."




